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     We are always looking for opportunities to provide the very best care for the 

residentôs who call Autumn Grace their home.  We also wish to help our staff in 

providing top quality service to your loved one.  The ISJ Hospice Program is one 

of the most excellent organizations that can be recommended to those who are fac-

ing end of life issues and to their families and caretakers.   
 

     The professionals and volunteers from Hospice provide a holistic approach to 

their service.  They work hard to assure their patients are comfortable physically 

socially and spiritually.  They provide compassionate, confidential support for 

family members and work hand in hand with facility staff, supplementing what the 

facility already provides.   
 

     In Autumn Grace, when we have a resident facing the end of their life, it is a 

comfort to us when Hospice steps in to help.  We know that the individual that we 

have come to know and cherish will be well cared for in the manner in which they 

deserve.  With the highest degree of respect and dignity.  Darlene Thompson a 

Hospice RN Case Manager will do an assessment and to those that fit the criteria, 

Hospice will provide special equipment for that patientôs comfort and safety, will 

advise pain management program and assist with conquering the increasingly dif-

ficult physical challenges.   
 

     All Hospice volunteers receive training to prepare them in assisting both the 

patients and their families.  Many have even lost a family member to a terminal 

illness themselves so they have a special sensitivity to the situation.  The volun-

teers provide a wide assortment of services from providing respite to the caregiv-

ers, being an ear and a friend to the dying, to running errands, assisting with 

household chores, cooking, shopping or 

even walking the dog!    
 

     As quoted from the ISJ Hospice 

Program website ñHospice is a unique 

service, and we donôt realize how     

important it is until it touches our   

families and friends.  Each day, our 

hospice team of professionals and    

volunteers quietly make the transition 

from life to death more comfortable 

and meaningful for countless people in 

the communities we serve.ò 
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Darlene and Deb communicate often and work together to 

ensure that all of the needs of the individual are met. 
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     Our new and improved website is up and running!  You can find us at www.autumngraceal.com  You 

will find up to date information about the entire facility, special offers and employment opportunities. Be 

sure to regularly check the calendar of events to see what is happening throughout eac month.  We invite 

participation from family.  Also posted online is the current newsletter.  Your entire family will be able 

keep informed as to what their loved ones are up to.  Please, check it out and give us your feedback. 

GET TO KNOW OUR STAFF  

     Jan Benjegerdes has been with Autumn Grace working as a CNA/Lead  since March 2008.  Sheôs the 

one with the real hearty laugh and a heart of gold.  Jan was born in Mankato but raised in on a farm just 

outside of Madison Lake.  She knows this area well.  She knows where 

all the good fishing holes are located and which restaurant serves the 

best food.  Of course, because she is so partial to any kind of seafood, 

Red Lobster is where she likes to hang out with her friends, many of 

which are a part of the great team she works with here at Autumn Grace.   

     Janôs quiet happy life includes her husband, two cats and a black pug 

named Kizzy Jo.  Her two sons are all grown up with families of their 

own.  She loves working on crossword puzzles, cooking and relaxing 

around the swimming pool in her back yard.  Oh, except for Thursday 

evenings.  Thatôs because SURVIVOR IS ON!!!    (you have to be    

addicted to this show to understand)   

     Jan finds working with the elderly to be highly rewarding.  She enjoys learning the history of each 

personôs life and listening to all the wise advice and insight they have to offer.  Her greatest joy is, and I 

quote... ñTo be able to go to bed at night and know that I made a difference in someoneôs day because I 

was there with them and because I care about them.  Thatôs what this place is all about.  They need us, 

but we also need them!ò 

      Kylie Williams is an Activity Aid slash CNA slash TMA.  Jack of all trades.  Talk about job security, 

she fits in anywhere!  However, the Activities Dept. was lucky enough to have called dibs on her so now 

she gets to all parts of the facility spreading fun and joy wherever she goes.  Kylie started working for 

Autumn Grace in May of 07 on the evening shift, then soon moved to 

days as a Lead CNA.  Her natural enthusiasm and likable nature made her 

a natural fit for leading the activities. 

    Originally, Kylie attended MSU-Mankato working towards a degree in 

psychology.  She spent three long years drudging her way through classes, 

long hours of study and writing papers only to find out that her real inter-

est lay in the Nursing field.  She plans to begin the Nursing Program at 

Rasmussen in January.  Oh boy, more work, more study and now clinicals 

too!  Busy, busy girl!!   

     Kylie was born in Mankato and raised in Mapleton where she grew to 

love the great outdoors.  She handles 4-wheelers, dirt bikes and snowmo-

biles like a pro and can out fish most everyone!  Her gentler, feminine side likes to work on puzzles and 

read magazines such as Allure, Glamour and Cosmo.  But, before you misinterpret that gentle side to her 

nature, go to Busterôs some night and watch her eat the Blaze Man Jalape¶o Pepper burger!  Ouch!!  

Good thing for us is the compassion and care she lavishes on all the residents.  Kylie says ñA good day is 

when everyone smiles and feels good about themselves!ò 
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     Thank you everyone for such a great turn-out for the Thanks-

giving  and Christmas Dinners.  Everything went without a hitch 

and the residentôs were so pleased and happy to spend such 

quality time hosting their loved ones for the Holidays.  It was a 

truely enjoyable, full-òfillingò experience for all!   

     We would like to thank all those who donated the Christmas 

items with a special Thank You to Lorettaôs family.  They 

brought in an entire Tree with all the fixins!  We had fun putting 

it up in the AG1 living room and everyone was so pleased and 

impressed with all the bird themed decorations. 

     We hope you enjoyed the holiday trees this year.  Autumn 

Grace, Natural Surroundings and Vent had a contest for the best 

decorated tree.  We had three teams of six people each that worked real hard and used their imaginations 

to make the entire facility very festive!  It was such a hit and all the areas looked so great that we were 

not able to pick ñthe Bestò, so our judges deemed everyone a winner!  Congratulations!! 

January: 

 

7th:    Mark Allen Wilmes  

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 

 

14th:    Cowboy Jim 

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 

 

18th:   Memory Lane 

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE  

February:  

 

4th:    Dale Blanshan 

          @ 10:30am (AG1) 

 

15th:   Ambrose Kodet 

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 

 

23rd:   Cowboy Jim 

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 

March:  
 

5th:   Singing Cowgirl 

          @ 1:30pm (NS) 
 

9th:  Organic Cowboys 

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 
  

15th:  Klaus Trio 

           @ 1:30pm (NS) 
 

22nd:  Memory Lane 

@ 1:30pm (NS) 

Due to the restructuring of the Autumn Grace Buildings, all entertainment programs will now be held in the activity center 

located at the Natural Surroundings Adult Day Service unless stated otherwise. 

     We all need to take a moment to reflect of the joys and tribulations of pet 

ownership.  They add so much to our lives and ask so little in return.  When it 

is time to leave this earth, it can break the heart of even the most detached 

person.  Our Hope became very ill and was not able to pull out of it.  We will 

miss her sweet, quiet meows and loving nature.  Hope came to us with an 

emotional scar from a family that left her behind in that most frightening 

place called a shelter.  Poor little Hope could not understand why her world 

changed so much.  It took a long time for her to trust again.  Hope slowly 

picked special people on which to shower her attentions.  A few of these spe-

cial people have passed and all of us at Autumn Grace have no doubt that they 

greeted Hope at the Pearly Gates of Heaven.  Good-by little kitty! 
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RESIDENT HIGHLIGHTS  

Jack Stouten Wowed us with a terrific magic act! 

The summit Stompers strutting their stuff! 

Irene and her son Jerome take a walk and enjoy look-

ing at all the vintage vehicles. 

Jim and Jerry performing for the residents 

The Fleming Fold performed some old-time music.  

Everyone loved the children singing! 

Quite a crowd gathered to enjoy the antique cars and 

trucks.  Brought back many memories. 


